comment (rarely exceeding one hundred words) is appended to each entry. Generally, only the introductory sections of editions and collections are commented qn?< so that their scope is not easily discernible. On the basis of these entries alone,''1l reader might be hard put to single out the more important works of Whitman scholarship.
Unlike Kaplan adds a chronology of Whitman's life and some random minimal textual notes. The book is 1380 compact pages, certainly the most extensive one-volume collection of Whitman every printed. (The one puzzling omission here is "Old Age Echoes," the posthumously added annex; it's troubling that the most complete singlevolume Whitman doesn't have "A Thought of Columbus" in it.) There is some material included here that has yet to find its way into the vast and increasingly bewildering web of The Collected Writings, so the volume is a useful adjunct even for those scholars who own the New York University Press volumes. The book is designed to last, to be passed on: acid-free paper, clear and clean typography, handsewn binding which allows the book to stay open where it is opened to. And all of this for $25, with a special price of $20 available to students.
At this price the book does in fact become a real contender for classroom use. Whitman studies are blessed at present with numerous good editions of Leaves. From the inexpensive Signet New American Library edition edited by Gay Wilson Allen to the overpriced but indispensible Norton reprint of the New York University Press Comprehensive Reader's Edition, edited by Harold Blodgett and Sculley Bradley, instructors have a wide variety of price ranges and formats to choose from. For advanced courses in Whitman, the Norton Critical Edition has been essential since it reproduces the standard scholarly edition of Leaves and retains (through the poetry section) the exact pagination of the New York University Press edition; graduate students can depend on it as a scholarly resource and cite it in their graduate work. But for less advanced courses, the Norton has priced itself out of competition, and instructors using Leaves as one of numerous texts in a course must seek out a more reasonably priced edition. The following list suggests various features of most of the major paperback text editions of Leaves that are now in print (listed in chronological order of date published):
